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How to Restore Old Tack
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How to Restore Old Tack 

Introduction

Anyone who has owned a horse has a piece of tack or leather that is old and not been used in awhile. Generally, we find these pieces of tack years later, forgotten, dried out and sometimes even moldy. Unbelievably, these pieces of leather can easily be restored into their old self in a few short simple steps.

Instructions

Difficulty: Easy

Things You'll Need

· Glycerin Soap
· Oil (Corn, Canola or Neatsfoot)
· 2 Small Sponges
· Rag
· Clear Plastic Bag
Steps
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Step One

Dismantle the tack as much as possible, unbuckling buckles, undoing slip-knots and separating parts. 
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Step Two

Scrub the leather with glycerin soap and water until the leather feels clean. Try to use more soap than water, working the soap into the leather to pick up grime. 
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Step Three

Wipe down the leather with the rag to remove excess dirt and to dry off the leather. 
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Step Four

Inspect the leather for dry rot, tears or any other damage. If you see any of these flaws it might be better to dispose of the leather. 
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Step Five

Heat oil in a small sauce pan on the stove. Once the oil has began to boil remove it from the stove, wait until the oil is usable without burning you, and apply it to the leather with an unused sponge. 
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Step Six

Drench the leather with this hot oil. Work this oil in as well as you can. 
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Step Seven

Add a little oil in the clear plastic bag and then place the leather in the bag as well. 
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Step Eight

Place the bag in a warm, well sunlit area where the oil can bake into the leather. 
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Step Nine

Remove the leather from the bag after a day or two, and use the rag to wipe down the tack. 
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Step Ten

Hang up the tack on a rack or hanger, and wipe it over several times. At the same time work the leather through your hands to make the leather supple and flexible again. 

Tips & Warnings

· The more you work the leather in your hands the better the leather will revive.

· The nicer the leather, the easier it is to restore the tack.

· Be very careful with the HOT oil. It will burn your skin very easily.

· Make sure that the tack has no weak points or flaws which could cause it to break.

Find this article at: http://http://www.ehow.com/how_2177555_restore-old-tack.html
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